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Foreword

DASTBAF; A Narrative of the Market: In Search of the Value of the Per-

sian Rug

Zahra Shavandi

03

The market of the Persian Rug is not merely a place of buying and selling; it is
where meaning, trust, taste, and capital are interwoven. Before the rug finds its
way into the everyday life of the home, it is first defined within the market—a
market that, at times, through a proper reading of authenticity and identity,
grants it meaning and value, and at other times, by overlooking its deeper
layers, reduces it to a defenseless commmodity.

In the past, the Persian rug market was a mirror of the status of this art—an
asset not only to be used, but to be preserved, transferred, and trusted. A form
of capital that rested on the floor of the home while also occupying a place in
the economic memory of families.

Yet this relationship has gradually transformed in recent decades. It is not
that the rug has lost its value, but that the criteria for recognizing that value
have become obscured. Transparency has given way to speculation, trust has
turned into doubt, and the handwoven rug has been left defenseless in the
midst of turbulent markets. A market that once spoke the shared language
of connoisseurs has, at times, become an unseen stage of unequal pricing,
uncertainty, and superficial judgments.

The value of a rug is not a simple number. Within its warp and weft lies time,
skill is embedded within it, geography breathes through it, and culture
speaks from it—a unigue and authentic value that admits neither imitation
nor repetition. The market can translate this value into numbers only when
it is capable of reading these layers—when it understands what it is selling
and why. Restoring an investment-oriented perspective toward the rug does
not mean promoting luxury; rather, it means rediscovering its cultural and
economic stature: the rug as a lasting asset, not a transient commodity.

In the fourth issue of DASTBAF, titled A Narrative of the Market: In Search of the
Value of the Persian Rug, we turn to these very hidden knots. From the national
market to international arenas; from the mechanisms of price formation to the
role of trust, transparency, and knowledge in the buying and selling of rugs. We
seek toilluminate the path toward understanding the market—a path which, if
clarified, may bring the Persian rug out of isolation and allow the market itself
to regain its lost dignity.

This narrative is not about returning to the past, but about rebuilding the
future—a future in which the Iranian rug is once again properly read, fairly
evaluated, and placed where it truly belongs. Join us in this search.

DASTBAF Magazine | Issue Four | Winter 2026
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Internal publication of Iran Guereh

" DASTBAF" magazine is a specialized periodical in the field of Persian handwoven carpets that
strives to recognize and narrate this art as a historical, artistic, cultural, and social phenomenon. "
DASTBAF " is a platform for dialogue between generations, retelling deep narratives, and sharing
experiences and research; a magazine whose each issue focuses on a central topic.

The materials published in the " DASTBAF " magazine are the result of the thoughts and writings
of selected authors from the "lran Guereh', and the content of each article reflects the views of its
author.
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