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The Persian rug bears within it hidden narratives that embody a part of our
historical identity as Iranians. History is not told only through books and stone
inscriptions; at times it continues upon a ground of warp and weft, color and
the human hand, and at times within the heart of thousands of unspoken
words of the weaver, the creator, or the lover of rugs.

The rug is a silent document of our ways of life and beliefs—recording events
not through words, but through patient knots. In every pattern and motif,
traces of an era lie embedded: an era that reflects the effort, love, and creativity
of those who have safeguarded the artistic and cultural identity of their land.
Yet within this magnificent heritage, the history of the Persian rug —much
like the meaning of its motifs and designs—is layered and concealed. Parts
of this history have remained in the shadows: stories that have found their
way neither into official texts nor museum halls. The hidden narratives of rugs
that emerged at pivotal moments in history; rugs that became messengers
of peace or symbols of power; and weavers who, in silence, inscribed history
within the frame of the loom. And also rugs that, after many years—far from
the eyes and hearts of their creators—were burned in the silence and darkness
of time so that the traces of a hidden crime might remain concealed, while
their fate went untold.

In this third issue of DASTBAF, titled A Narrative on the Hidden Corners of
Persian Rug History, we set out in search of these untold stories. We attempt
to revisit fragments of this hidden history, from ancient times to the present—
histories of rugs that have witnessed entire eras, passed through them, and
themselves become part of our collective memory.

In this journey, we seek to recognize only a small fragment of history’s imprint
within the art of the Persian rug—a history that has traveled through centuries
to reach us today. In this narrative, walk with us.

DASTBAF Magazine | Issue Three | Autumn 2025
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" DASTBAF" magazine is a specialized periodical in the field of Persian handwoven carpets that
strives to recognize and narrate this art as a historical, artistic, cultural, and social phenomenon. "
DASTBAF " is a platform for dialogue between generations, retelling deep narratives, and sharing
experiences and research; a magazine whose each issue focuses on a central topic.

The materials published in the " DASTBAF " magazine are the result of the thoughts and writings
of selected authors from the "lran Guereh', and the content of each article reflects the views of its
author.
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With special thanks to the accomplished writers who accompanied us in writing this DASTBAF issue.
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